What Level does Selection Occur at?
I want to postulate that Selection occurs at all levels. Yes Dawkins states that genes are the sole level of selection. Gould on the other hand upholds the individual and populations as interacting complex systems as the level of selection. I say, a group of genes that are able to coexist and outperform other groups form an Individual; in turn a group of Individuals able to coexist and function better than other groups of individuals forms a population; a group of populations, naturally in competition with themselves and also with other different populations form a species; a group of species forms the genus and the ladder continues. 

My point is, genes are still there acting as the main selection force because without genes you cannot have any individuals. Yet the same is true for individuals, genes had to make the leap from replicating on their own to forming “alliances” with other genes to form a group, in turn these groups had to make “alliances” with other groups until the end result is an individual. Genes need individuals now because without us as “survival machines” carrying on the ocean of amino acids the genes came forth from, genes would have been forced to stagnate.

In terms of who begate who, its clear that yes genes came first, then individuals, then populations etc… but this does not necessitate that the predecessor is the more important in terms of selection than the successor, there is no successor or predecessor just new levels of selection to occur in with the machinery intact, and each new level adding on a new function.


Let me put it this way, for the sake of argument lets say that all levels have replication as a prerogative; this was inherited from the genes prerogative to reproduce itself.  
