ADJUDICATION is the judiciary’s most essential function:

· Coercive, unlike other forms of dispute settlement such as mediation, (helping disputants find a mutually acceptable solution) or arbitration (a compromise solution is imposed, but by a mutually acceptable arbitrator).  
· Adjudication is generally “zero-sum” in character, i.e. one side wins, the other loses. The court decides which party is “right”.
· Applies only to disputes about the law (i.e. about how society’s system of binding rules is to be applied)
· Is adjudication well suited for solving complex or difficult social problems?
