Term Paper (2nd Term) – Law 51.205 A
DUE DATE:  FEBRUARY  27, 2002
A.    General Requirements

All students must write a 2nd term course paper of about 2000 words (about 9 typed or word-processed pages, excluding footnotes, etc.). It must be on one of the topics listed below. The course paper is due on February 27, 2002. It may be given to the instructor at the end of class, or deposited in the essay "drop box" located in the corridor outside the Departmental Office, Room C473, Loeb Building, Carleton University. Students unable to come to campus may send the paper by mail to the following address:

Professor C. Jaekl / Law 51.205V

Department of Law, Carleton University

1125 Colonel By Drive

Ottawa, Ontario

K1S 5B6

Please note:

· Mailed assignments must be postmarked no later than the due date of February 27, 2002.

· Students must keep a copy of the course paper until the graded paper is returned.

· Penalty for lateness: 5% per day including weekends.

Other technical aspects:

Criteria to be used in grading the course paper will be good organization and use of sources, comprehensive and up-to-date treatment of the subject matter, accuracy in grammar and spelling, originality (this includes no quoting or paraphrasing of secondary sources without explicit acknowledgement), accuracy (in grammar, spelling, and law), conciseness, reasoned analysis (discussion of pros and cons, comparisons, assessments, use of concrete examples, logical arguments, etc., rather than pure description or pure subjective opinion), and clarity. Use gender-appropriate language (e.g., avoiding use of male gender alone where both genders are relevant).

The paper must be typed or computer-printed (not handwritten) on standard sized paper, with a title page but no bound cover, and must not exceed the 2000 word length (excluding footnotes or endnotes). Please print the word length at the bottom of the course paper. The paper must be individually-prepared and well researched, with proper citation (footnotes or endnotes, and bibliography). Please consult the Department of Law’s Legal Style Sheet for Term Papers. – Extensions will only be granted for (i) disabling illness, verified by a medical certificate indicating precise period of disablement, or (ii) death in immediate family, verified by certificate. – Credit will not be given for work (a) previously submitted for credit in this course; (b) submitted for credit in any other course; or (c) for work containing plagiarism.

B.    Course Paper Topics

Please choose one of the following topics:
1.
First Nations ("Indians") and the Canadian State. Summarize, analyse, and compare the main arguments in the following two books: 

· A.C. Cairns, Citizens Plus (Vancouver: UBC Press, 2000)

· T. Flanagan, First Nations? Second Thoughts (Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queen's University Press, 2000)

How convincing are these authors’ arguments? How do they compare?

For legal-constitutional reference purposes, you may use chapter 27 ("Aboriginal Peoples") of

· Peter W. Hogg, Constitutional Law of Canada (Scarborough: Carswell, 2000). 

[All three books are on our optional reading list and available on RESERVE.]

2.
The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms and the abortion issue. In your discussion, address the following Supreme Court decisions: Morgentaler (No.2) (1988); Borowski v. Canada (1989); and Tremblay v. Daigle (1989), as well as the pertinent literature. You may find in our Sourcebook II (SB II – Readings, at the end of ch 9 (k) on p. 210) a limited selection of literature about abortion rights.  A critical/controversial treatment of these SCC decisions is available in chapter 10 of Knopff, R. and F.L. Morton, Charter Politics (Scarborough: Nelson, 1992). – 

The three cases mentioned may be found in the law reports and also on the Internet as indicated below:

Morgentaler (N. 2) (1988), indexed as R. v. Morgentaler, [1988] 1 S.C.R. 30:

http://www.lexum.umontreal.ca/csc-scc/en/pub/1988/vol1/html/1988scr1_0030.html
Borowski v. Canada(Attorney General), [1989] 1 S.C.R. 342:
http://www.lexum.umontreal.ca/csc-scc/en/pub/1989/vol1/html/1989scr1_0342.html
Tremblay v. Daigle, [1989] 2 S.C.R. 530:
http://www.lexum.umontreal.ca/csc-scc/en/pub/1989/vol2/html/1989scr2_0530.html
[Please Note: 

All post-1985 Supreme Court decisions are available on the Internet, at: http://www.lexum.umontreal.ca/csc-scc/en/index.html.  Scroll down to SEARCH options.]
