RE: Biol 4103 Final exam and Research Paper.

(a) Final Exam: Thanks very much for responding so quickly to the examination timeline issue. It is resolved we are scheduled for the final exam, which will be 3 hours in duration, for Friday April 23rd at 19:00. 


The exam will be cumulative from the start of the class. I encourage everyone to make sure they read the first three chapters in the textbook in preparation. All guest lectures will be open for questioning, although I will not expect you to know the specific details from these talks. You may also anticipate some reference to 'The Selfish Gene', since everyone will be well and familiar with this book/issue by now.

(b) Research Paper - is due BY or BEFORE April 5th. You can send it to me electronically or drop off a copy of it at the NWRC building on campus (by April 5th, 4:30 pm). 

The first step is to receive my approval on your topic. This requires that you present me with a brief outline of your proposed topic BEFORE or at the end of this coming Tuesday lecture. This is the first time many of you will have written a paper of this nature, and it is imperitive that you are clear on the format. 

This outline is to be brief, and in point form. BUT it MUST include the five following sections and I must have approved it by next Tuesday (March 16th).  I will set aside the last 20 minutes of the class to approve the outlines, although you are welcome to send them to me prior to class. 

For the outline, you will prepare a one page, point form document with points covering expected content for each of these five headings:

1. Hypothesis to be tested 

2. Introduction (the biological theory you are basing your hypothesis on, which will be summarized in the introduction to your report). 

3. Methods - an outline of the approaches you plan to use. Eg., DNA fingerprinting, microsatellite DNA, chloroplast DNA..etc AND….. The technique and analysis that will apply. For example, if you are using mitochondrial sequences to do ask a phylogentic question, you would do some sort of sequence analysis and construct a tree based on some measure of difference (what will you use?). 

**there are weblinks and a general review of the various methods population geneticists use at the back of your textbook (appendix). You should also visit some of the links I sent you earlier on this term.

4. Results - this will be short, just a brief statement as to what predictions you make (predicted outcome of testing)

5. Discussion - wrap up which highlights (outlines) the significance and implications of your finding(s).

IMPORTANT: Please note that late works will not be accepted without penalty. Part of your mark for this course will be based on your ability to plan and prepare this outline. Late submissions will be penalized severely. Assignments that have not been approved by next Tuesday will autmotically lose 5% from the final course mark.

