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Thesis: 


What does "The Military Hospital" really want to say. Analysis by deconstruction.


This story can be discussed in parts on a Narrative, Allegorical, and Psychological level.





Body:


	The story is being told in the 3rd person, as an omnipresent observer giving enough details to enhance a characters disposition and the of the world of the future, some general details give basic information about the setting. The author tells just enough to give a rather in depth look into the stories universe. By exposing faults, virtues, and quirks the author gives depth to the characters. The narrative is a non- emotional, judgmental observer so by casually bringing up details of the events taking place without condemning or condoning. This leaves the reader to his/her own conclusion about the underlying message of the story.





	Character in this story is brought out primarily by the events which occur in the characters’ environment and how they respond to the unfolding occurrences. As well the events reveal a characters’ history, and offers a window into their present state. 


 


	














	Setting is established right off in the first descriptive paragraphs which reveals to the reader an Earth of a dystopian future. Even though Humanity has conquered space, it has not quenched it’s desire for destruction and is now in the process of  self annihilation being war with itself all over the world and colonized space. Civil unrest and dissension are at a maximum, protesters of angry citizens fill the streets destroying everything. Governments are now made up of temporary military coups, and it is even unsure who or what is really in control. The military hospital, where most of the story takes place, is smooth running and clean, due to the fact that highly efficient machines keep it that way; unlike the humans who run the show in the city. The hospital does not serve the city, although it does supply the city hospital with supplies; it really is almost oblivious to the state of the city, for it is situated north of it and is surrounded by a force field to keep the people out. To make everything profound the author uses rather vivid descriptions of the chaos to help visualize to what extent this future is debasing and bleak:





“ A trasher’s bomb went off in one of the buildings; daggers of glass blew out singing, and sliced at the scalps and shoulders of a knot of demonstrators clumped to it’s base; a fragment of concrete hurled outward and grazed the helicopter, then fell to dent a fiberglass helmet and concuss the bike rider who fell from his machine and lay unconscious under the bruising feet; the wounded demonstrators scattered or crawled, leaving the placards, and others took their places, raising neon-colored cold light standards of complicated symbols; they camped in the table size space, oblivious to bloody glass, hardhats with crossbows, skinheads with slingshots, longhairs, freaks, mohicans, children, and above all the whoop and howl of police sirens coming up.”(“The Military Hospital”, Phyllis Gotlieb, Bantam Books, 1975.)p180.








 	








	This story is rich in symbolism, because the author is intentionally writing an allegory concerning humanity. The city itself, with its inapt governments, antagonistic population, and its buildings in flames, symbolizes the state of decay in which the whole of Humanity is in. As a result of humanity’s nature to tend to destroy what it creates in the act of war will, if continued, destroy all that humanity has created. The military hospital on other hand is serene, clean, with everything in order since the highly efficient, logical, yet seemly compassionate machines run the show. Even though a human director is present to oversee the operation of the hospital, their purpose is to push the occasional button for everything is actually automatic, giving the directors little control. Since the machines basically control every aspect of the harmonious hospital, as opposed to the chaos of the human city, machines ultimately can do a better job of keeping everything in balance than humans can. The hospital symbolizes the ascent of machines over humanity. The director DeLazzari represents all that is unfavorable about the human race or as the character himself said: “the bad blood of all nations.”p179. He works only for the benefits of being a civil servant and doesn’t give a damn about the patients, the city or the wars, all he wants is his paycheck to indulge upon, and his power as director to abuse. The soldier Max Vingo who has firsthand experience of the horrors that humanity has inflicted upon itself acts as a foil to DeLazzari. Vingo represents the virtues of humanity because he is still capable of compassion, and understanding. The mechanical doctors and nurse as well 








symbolize the compassion humanity should have through saving Max Vingo from becoming corrupted by his war experience by removing the horrific memories to preserve his valor.	





	A predominant conflict is between the characters that want to break the mold preset for them must ultimately be conformed against their nature, to serve authorities who only really care for themselves. For example even though Max Vingo, the soldier, is naturally a gentle man must return to kill even more people in war; and director DeLazzari  personally wants the wars to continue for his sole benefit: “Go on you bastards, fight! I need the work.”p192. Another major conflict, but less evident, is that the machines seem to gain more and more control over procedures and decisions, leaving less power for humans. This will eventually escalate to the point were machines may be the ones who will decide for us, interestingly even the director himself does not know who or what is really in control.





	The tone is a detached narrative, basically impassive telling of events. This means that the reader is the one who interprets the mood, and judges the characters’ actions. It is very subtle and really leaves it to the readers’ interpretation of what the is story is trying to express.





	





	The irony is that machines show more compassion for humans than humans have for each other. The humans are the ones that wage wars, and cause so much pain and suffering that eventually almost everybody becomes heartless.The machines are the ones who doctor and caretake to repair the damage done by humans, ultimately becoming humanity’s saviors from madness.





	The plot development has no foreshadowing and events are in chronological order, which results in fluid reading. Characters are introduced mainly through the eyes of the dierctor as if the narrator can read his thoughts. The plot focuses mainly on the relationship between Max. Vingo and 2482 the robonurse, that DeLazzari causes to develop and then coldly and abruptly puts an end to. Showing a common bond of caring between Vingo and 2482, the humane part of humanity, and then having the director cut it off without second notice shows the base nature of  humanity.





	The theme is that if machines can learn compassion, maybe humans can too. 








	

















	The first thing that made this story appealing is that it is written in a future setting format, so even though the issues this story adresses have not yet come to that extreme, the story makes us aware of them and in a way shows a future possibility if we don’t do something to correct these issues. It was an interesting storyline with interesting developements, good comprehensible and the characters’ depth that gives a lot of things to think about; the approach to human android relations was novel. The message was profound enough for a reader to get the prelimenary message(hopefully ), without coming off as being preachy because its up to the reader to interpret the story. The best testimony
