Vineyard Calendar

Each grower will have their own calendar and even those will change depending on the particular growing season and can change with advancement in techniques.


This calendar is based on a typical grower in Burgundy, with a vineyard planted in the single Guyot system.


Note: A grower in California could see their calendar start at the end of August; where as a grower in Alsace could start in November. In the Southern Hemisphere, harvest can take place anywhere from January to as late as May.

October


Harvest has finished, most of the work is now in the cellar. Any unproductive vines would be uprooted and the ground prepared for their replacement. Land would be cleared for any new vine plantings.
November


Ploughing to break up the soil. Pruning begins: this year’s producing branch is cut off, as are any non-productive canes.

December


Continuation of the same work as in November.

January


The beginning of the main pruning starts, Winter pruning is the most specialised work in the vineyard and can not be done mechanically. Each vine needs to be assessed and dealt with individually.

February


Continuation of pruning.

Note: In some cold climates, pruning is delayed until the harshest parts of winter take place and then the vines are inspected to see if there is any winter kill. The damaged canes would then be removed.

March

Pruning is completed. Fertilizer is spread in the vineyard. Sap begins to rise and new growth can begin to be seen.
April


The coming year’s productive cane is tied down to the lower wire. Spreading of herbicide. Bud burst begins. Counter-measures against frost are employed. Planting of young vines from the nursery, which were grafted the previous year. These will be both new plantings and replacement vines.

May


Spraying of insecticides and fungicides. Suckers are removed and spreading shoots are brought within the horizontal wires. The first leaves form on the vine and the can matures to form old wood.

June


Positioning of the shoots continues, and branches are tied to the horizontal wires. Flowering begins, which is the first crucial stage in grape development. Harvest will take place approximately 100 days after flowering, but can be as much as 130 days. After flowering, the fruit sets on the shoots. Ideally this takes place within a week, but poor weather can cause it to take a long as 3 weeks, which will affect timing of the harvest. Spraying continues.
July


Tips of the vine shoots are trimmed to ensure that the maximum amount of nutrient is diverted to the grape bunches. Excess bunches are removed to reduce yields (green harvest). Spraying continues.

August


Quietest month of the year as the vineyard spraying needs cease at least a month before harvest. Early in the month the grapes begin to change colour (verasion). Berries swell as the reach maturity.

September


Grapes are tested regularly for sugar and acidity; they will also be tasted for the development of flavours and the character of tannins and acids. Harvest will take place when the grapes achieve a desired level of sugar content and also a phenolic ripeness.
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