the region “garagistes”

Classe Action

Perhaps the most puzzling terms on French wine labels are premier cru (or ler cru, same thing) and grand
cru. These have slightly different meanings in different parts of France, but in general they refer to a specific
vineyard that has come to be appreciated as producing better fruit than neighboring vineyards. This is the
case in Champagne, Alsace and Burgundy.
In Bordeaux the term refers not to a specific vineyard, but to a chateau, an important distinction because a
vineyard is immutable, whereas a chateau can buy and sell vineyards and may be an entirely different entity
than it was 150 years ago. The chateaux™ have been ranked, or classed (classé) and this ranking appears on
the label. The oldest of these rankings (the 1855 list of Medoc, Graves and Sauternes) have historically been
of interest only to the wine trade, but came into more widespread use as new markets opened up in 1950°s
America and eventually Japan.

Their use as a sales tool inspired other Bordeaux regions to try their hand, and classifications now exist for
the Graves and St Emilion regions.

These lists are shamelessly scanned from Tom Stevenson’s Sotheby’s Encyclopedia of Wine a well written
and very readable book that | think every wine enthusiast should own. | especially like the historical
information he attaches to the modern names of the chateaux, and his explanation of the St Emilion
classification. Sorry if the scans are not totally readable...feel free to support Tom and buy his book!

*often stately homes of the aristocracy, but not necessarily. There is no requirement for an actual building,
and some modern “chateaux” are simply garages, leading to a new term for small production winemakers in

THE 1855 CLASSIFICATION OF
THE WHITE WINES OF THE GIRONDE

PREMIER CRU SUPERIEUR
(Superior First Growth)
Yquem, Sauternes

PREMIER CRUS

(First Growths)

Latour Blanche, Bommes

(now Chdtean La Tour Blanche)
Peyraguey, Bommes (now two
properties: Chdftean Lafiurie-
Peyraguey and Chétean Clos
Haut-Peyraguey)

Vigneau, Bommes (now Chédtedau
Rayne-Vignedair)

Suduiraut, Preignac

Coutet, Barsac

Climens, Barsac

Bavle, Sauternes (now Chdteau
Grilrand)

Rieusec, Sauternes (now Chdfedat
Rieussec, Fargues)

Rabeaud, Bomme (now two
properties: Chdtean Rabaid-
Promis and Chdtean Sigalas-
Rabaitd)

DEUXIEME CRUS
(Second Growths)
Mirat, Barsac (now Chdfeau

Myret)

Doisy, Barsac (now three
properties: Chdtean Doisy-Dadne,
Chétean Dolsy-Dubroca, and
Chétean Dolsy-Vedrines)

Pexoto, Bommes (now part of
Chédreat Rabatid-Promis)
Drarche, Sauternes (now Chdfeait
d’Arche)

Filhot, Sauternes

Broustet Nérac, Barsac (now two
properties: Chdfeau Browsted and
Chdteau Nairac)

Caillou, Barsac

Suau, Barsac

Malle. Preignac (now Chdteati de

M !-H{;;

Romer, Preignac (now two
properties: Chdtean Romer and
Chéteau Romer-du-Hayot,
Fargues)

Lamothe, Sauternes (now two
properties: Chdteau Lamothe and
Chdteau Lamothe-Guignard)

Note that the whites (all of them
sweet wines) are only firsts and
seconds. There are no third, fourth
or fifth growths. Also, Yquem has a
superlative on it’s ranking
(“superieur”) that none of the reds
have, essentially putting it in a class
by itself. This is why we sometimes
read that there are six levels in the
1855 ranking, and sometimes five.
Six appears to be more accurate.




THE 1855 CLASSIFICATION OF
THE RED WINES OF THE GIRONDE

PREMIERS CRUS

(First Growths)

Chiteaun Lafite, Pauillac

{now Chdteau Lafite-Rothschild)
Chateau Margaux, Margaux
Chiteau Latour. Pauillac
Haut-Brion. Pessac (Graves)

SECONDS CRUS

(Second Growths)

Mouton, Pauillac (now Chdieai
Mouton-Rothschild and a First
Growth since 1973)
Ravzan-Ségla, Margaux
Rauzan-Gassies, Margaux
Leoville, St.-Julien (now three
properties: Chdteaux Léoville-Las-
Cases. Leovilfe-Poyferre. and
Leovifle-Barton)

Vivens Durfort, Margaux

(now Chdteau Durfort-Vivens)
Gruau-Laroze, St.-Julien

(now Chdteat Griavid-Larose)
Lascombe. Margaux

(now Chdtean Lascombes)
Brane. Cantenac (now Chdieati
Brane-cantendc)

Pichon Longueville, Pauillac
(now two properties: Chdtedti
Pichon-Longueviiie-Baron and
Chaitean Pichon-Longueville-
Comiesse-de-Lalande)

Ducru Beau Caillou, st.-Julien
(now Chdteau Ducru-Beavcalillon)
Cos Destournel. St-Estephe
(now Chdtean Cos d Estotrnel)
Montrose, St.-Estephe

TROISIEMES CRUS

(Third Growiths)

Kirwan, Cantenac

Chateau d'Issan, Cantenac
Lagrange, St-Julicn

Langoa. St-Julien (now Chédfeat
Langoa-Barton)

Giscours, Labarde

St-Exupéry, Margaux (now Chédrean
Malescot-St.-Exupery)

Bovd. Cantenac (now two
properties: Chdteanx Boyd-
Cantenac and Chdtean Cantendac
Brown)

Palmer, Cantenac

Lalagune, Ludon (now Chdtedir
La Lagrine)

Desmirail, Margaux

Dubignon. Margaux (no longer in
existence. but some of these
original vinevards now belong to
Chéteaux Malescot-St.-Exupery,
Chdteat Palmer. and Chdteau
Merroax)

Calon. St.-Estephe (now Chdtecit

Calon-Segur)
Ferricre. Margaux
Becker, Margaux (now Chdteai

Marquis d’Alesme-Becker)

QUATRIEMES CRUS

(Fourth Growihs)

St-Pierre, St-ulien (now Chdtear
St.-Pierre-Sevaistie)

Talbot, St.-Julien

Du-Luc, St-Julien (now Chdrear
Branafve-ucrit)

Duhart. Pauillac (at one nme
Chétean Duhari-Milon Rothschild.,
but now Chédtean Dichart-Miion .
although still Rothschild-owned)
Pouget-Lassale. Cantenac

(now Chdieau Pouget)

Pouget. Cantenac (now ¢ héteaie
Pouger)

Carnet, St-Laurent (now Chdieai
La Tour-Carnet)

Rochet, "\l.-Ehll'_'|w|'Jt_' (now Chdteait
Lafon-Rochet)

Chateaun de Beychevele, st-Julien
(now Chdteau Beychevelle)

Le Pricure., Cantenac

(now Chdteau Pricure-Lichine)
Marquis de Thermes, Margaux
(now Chdtean Marqitis-cle-Terme)

CINQUIEMES CRUS

(Fifth Growths)

Canet, Pauillac (now Chdreair
Ponet-Conet)

Batailleyv, Pauillac (now two
properties: Chdteari Batallley and
Chdtean Haue-Batailley)

Grand Puy. Pauillac (now Chéteati
Grand-Puy-Lacoste)

Artigues Arnaud, Pauillac

(now Chditeat Grand-Puy-Ducasse)
Lynch, Pauillac (now Chdteai
Lynch-Bages)

Lynch Moussas. Pauillac

Dauzac, Labarde

Darmailhac. Pauillac (now Chédreai
d Armailthac)

Le Tertre, Arsac (now Chdieair

du Tertre)

Haut Bages, Pauillac (now Chdieai
Haut-Bages-Liberal)

Pédesclaux, Pauillac (now Chdteai
Pedesclaux)

Coutencean. St-Laurent

(now Chdteau Belorave)
Ccamensac., St.-Laurent

Cos Labory. St.-Estephe

Clerc Milon. Pauillac

Croizet-Bages, Pauillac

Cantemerle, Macau

The 1855 classification was put together
by the wine brokers of Bordeaux. It was
meant to accompany a map of the region
which was to be presented at the Paris
Exposition.

The brokers based their list on the prices
that the wines were sold for, and in a few
days had a list of 57 wines. All the red
wines were from the Medoc (with one
exception) because the right bank wines
and the wines from Graves were much
less in demand and much lower in price.
The wines were divided into 5 groups,
with a large price difference between the
firsts and the seconds, a smaller gap
between the seconds and the thirds, and
then a more or less even drop off in
pricing, with somewhat arbitrary lines
between the groups.

The only white wines classified at that
time were the sweet whites of Barsac and
Sauternes, in the south of the region.
This price based system has been a self-
fulfilling prophecy. With the top wines
able to afford better equipment and more
skilled labor they have mostly been able
to stay at the top of the pile.

@ 3" growth Marquis D’Alesme
Becker has recently (2009)
changed hands. The new owners
are merging their existing
vineyards with their new
purchase to make an expanded
property, and dropping the word
Becker. If the 1855 ranking were
dome today this chateau’s
current pricing would drop it
from the list altogether.




THE CLASSIFICATION OF ST-EMILION

St-Emilion wines were first classified in 1958, with the intention
that the classification be revised every 10 vears according to the
performance of properties during the previous decacle, Three
basic categories were established: premier grand cru classe,

grand cn classé, and grand cri. Of the 12

chiteaux that were

classified premiers grands crus classds, Ausone and Cheval-Blanc
were placed in a superior subsection, The rest were listed
alphabetically, not qualitatively, as were the 64 grands cris
classés, The classification was revised in 1969, 1985 (some six
vears late), and again in 1996—which brought the reclassification
period back to that anticipated. Beware the distinction between

PREMIER GRAND CRU CLASSE
CLASS A
1 Chateau Ausone
Soil: Chre and St-Evailion
2 Chateau Cheval Blanc
Soil: Graves and ancient sand

Warean

PREMIER GRAND CRU CLASSE
CLASS B
3 Chateau I'Angélus 7
Soil: Pied de céee and ancient
sand
4 Chateau Beau-Séjour Becot
Soil: Sr-Emiiion platean and cove
Chateau Beauséjour
(Duffau Lagarasse)
Soil: Céive
G Chateau Belair Scal: St.-Emiiion
biatean and cive
7 Chateau Cancn
Sail: Sr-Emilion plarean and céve
#  Chateau-Figeac
Soil: Graves and anclent sand
0 Cles Fourtet
Soil: Sr.-Emilion piatean and
ancient sand
Chateau la Gaffeliere
Soil: Cove. pied de cive
Chateau Magdelaine
Soil: Sr.-Emilion plateau, cére.
and pied de cote
! Chateau Pavie
Sail: Chre and St-Emilion plareau
13 Chateau Trottevieille
Soil: St.-Emilion piatean
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GRAND CRU CLASSE
14 Chateau 'Arrosée
Sonl: e
15 Chateau Baleau
inow Chateau Cote de Baleau) *°
Soil: Chre and ancient sand
Chateau Balestard la Tonnelle
Soil: Sr-Emilion platean
7 Chatcau Bellevue
Soil: Core and Si-Emilion plareau
15 Chateau Bergat
Soil: Core and Si.-Emilion plarean
19 Chateau Berliquet *
Soil: Cére and pled de e
) Chateau Cadet-Bon +#
Soil: Sr.-Emifion platean and cove
21 Chateau Cadet-Picla
Soil: Se.-Emilion plaean and coie
22 Chateau Canon-la-Gaffeliere
Soil: Pied de cbre and sand)-
aravel
23 Chateau Cap de Mourlin
Soil: Cére and ancient sand
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grand crie (unclassified growths) and grand cru classé (classified
growths) because the difference is considerable. In St-Emilion,
grand crie merely indicates a minimum aleoholic strength 0.5%
higher than that required by the
and a slightly lower vield. Any producer may apply for a grand
¢, and hundreds do so. It is not a classification, but merely an
adjunct to the appellation, and would be more accurately
conveyed as a new appellation called St.-Emilion Supérieur, since
the difference between grand cru and grand cru classé is akin to
that between basic Bordeaux and Bordeaux §

ST-EMILION CLASSIFICATIONS OF 1958, 1969, 1085, AND 1996
Incorporating vineyard soil classification

Chateau la Carte *

Scil: St-Emition piareat and
ancient sand

Chateau Chapelle-Madeleine *
Seal: Chee and St.-Emition platean
Chiteau le Chatelet *

Saul: Cdte and ancienr sand
Chateau Chauvin

Saul: Ancient sand

Chitean Clos des Jacohins

Saul: Cdte and anciens sand
Chiteau la Clotte

Scal: Cite

Chiteau la Clusiére

Scal: Cite

Chiteau Corbin

Saul: Ancient sand

Chiteau Corbin Michotte

Saul: Ancient sand
Chiteau la Couspaude
Seal: St-Emition plaean
Chateau Coutet !

Saul: Chte

Chateau le Couvent *

Seal: St-Emition plaean
Couvent des Jacobins *

Scal: Ancient sand and ped de
cote

Chateau Croque Michotte *

Scal: Ancient sand and graves
Chateau Curé Bon la Madeleine
Scil: Se-Emition plarean and coe
Chateau Dassault *

Saal: Ancient sand
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7 Chiteau la Daminique

Scal: Anciene sand and graves
Chateau Faunie de Souchard
Saul: Pled de cite

Chiteau Fonplégade

Scal: Cite

Chateau Fonroque

Saul: Cdte and ancieny sand
Chateau Franc-Mavne

Scal: Cite

Chateau Grand Bamail Lamarzelle
Figeac ®

Saul: Ancient sand

Chateau Grand Corbin ¢

Saul: Ancient sand

t Chateau Grand-Corbin-Despagne *

Sail: Ancient sand

Chiteau Grand Mavne

Saul: Cdte and ancienr sand
Chiteau Grandes Murailes * ¢
Saul: Cdte and anciens sand

7 Chiteau Grand-Pontet

Scal: Chte and anciens sand
Chateau Guadet St-Julien
Scal: Se-Emition plaean
Chiteau Haut-Corbin

Soil: Ancienr sand
Chateau Haut-Sarpe *
Soil: St-Emilion and S1.-Chrisigpbe
Pateaux and coees
51 Chatean Jean Faure
Soil: Anciens sand
52 Chateau Lamiote !
Soil: Anclens sand and pled de
e
% Chateau Larcis Ducasse
Soul: Cive and pied de cote
54 Chateau Larmande Soil: Ancient
sand
55 Chateau Larcque *
Soil: St-Emilion piatean and cote
v Chateau Larcze
Soal: Ancienr sand
537 Clos la Madeleine ©
Soil: St-Emition Matean and cowe
Chateau la Marzelle
inow Chateau Lamarzelle)
Soil: Ancien: sand and graves
30 Chateau Matras '’
Soil: Pled de cve
60 Chateau Mauvezin
Sail: St.-Emiélion Plareau and cote
61 Chateau Meoulin du Cadet
Soal: Ceve and ancient sand
62 Clos de ['Oratcare *
Soil: Pled de cove
Chateau Pavie Décesse
Soil: Se-Emition platean and core
64 Chateau Pavie Macquin
Soil: St-Emilion Matean. cdre,
and sandy gravel
65 Chateau Pavillon-Cadet ¢
Soil: Céve and ancient sand
Chateau Petnt-Faurie-de-Soutard
Soil: Ancient sand and céee
Chatean le Pricure
Soil: St-Emition péatean and cote
Chateau Ripean
Soul: Aveciens sand
6% Chateau St-Georges (Cote Pavie)
Soul: Cove and pied de core
0 Clos St-Mamin
Soil: Chre and anclent sand
71 Chateau Sanscnnet ©
Soil: Se-Emition platean
72 Chateau la Serre
Soil: Se-Emilion platean
Chateau Soutand
Soil: Se-Emilion platean and core
4 Chateau Tertre Davgay *
Soil: St.-Emiiion platean and cie
Chateau la Tour Figeac
Soal: Awcien: sand and graves
Chateau la Tour du Pin Figeac
(Owner: Giraud-Belivier)
Soil: Ancien: sand and praves
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basic St-Emilion appellation,

See opposite for an explanaton of
soul types.

Notes

i

crieur.

| think Tom

means that St

Emilion Grand

: ’Cru is

Ci'lé.tcau Trim -l et analagous to

¢ Yanal

Chatcau TroastMon) Borde_aux

Sail: Se-Emitidn pd Supeneur___

Chiteau Tropling

seil: St-Emiiorp|€VEN the
experts are

Chiteau Villemau
Scil: Se-Emition b
Chiteau Yon-FigefcoOnfused!
Scal: Ancient sani

One premier grand cru classé and
siv grands crus classes demoted in
the 1985 revision.

This property was not in the
original 1955 classification, nor was
itincluded in the 1969 revision, but
was awarded grand cru classe
status in 1985,

These propenies were not in the
ongnal 1958 classification, but
were awarded grand cru classe
status in the 1969 revision,

These twe properties were
merged with premier grand crmi
classé Chiateau Beau-Séjour-Bécot
in 1979, Wines bearing both labels
can be found up o the 1972
wvintage, and it 1s possible that
they might reappear sometime n
the future, pamicularly as the
expansion of Chateau Beau-
Sejour-Becot vinevard was
primarily responsible for its
demation in the 1985
classification

This property was merged with
premier grand cru classe Chateau
Ausone in 1970, Wines with this
label can be found up to the 1969
vintage.

This property changed hands
pricr to the 1985 revision and did
not apply to be considered, it was
not demoted, but sumply ignored.
Two propemies were promoted to
premier grand cru classe (B) in
199,

Four properties were promoted to
gravd cru classé in 1996,

Eight propemies were demated to
gravd cre in 1996,



Liam
Callout
I think Tom means that St Emilion Grand Cru is analagous to Bordeaux Superieur...even the experts are confused!


THE CLASSIFICATION OF GRAVES

The cnly Graves property to be classified in 1855 was Chateau Haut-Enon,
The Syndicat, for the defense of the Graves appellation, wanted to create its
own classification, but was prevented from doing so until the 1921 law was
changed in 1949 The first classification was not made untl 1953, and this
itsell was later modified i 1959,

Distinction 1= made between red wines and white wines, but no attempt
at ranking between the vanous growths 15 made—they all have the nght to
use the term o classé It can be seen from the 1,320 acres (335 hectares)
of classihed propemies histed below that this represents not much more than
13 percent of the total 1,745 acres (4,350 hectares) of delimited vineyards
planted n the Graves and Pessac-Léognan app<llation.

AREA CURRENTLY
LINDER VINE

AREA CLURREENTLY

REL WINES COMMUNE LINDER VINE

Chatean Bouscaut Cadaujac O acres (39 ha)
Chiteau Carbonnieux Léognan 124 acres (50 ha)
Domaine de Chevalier Léognan R2 acres (33 ha)
Chiteau de Ficvzal  Lécgnan O acres (29 ha?
Chatean Haut-Eailly  Léognan (5 acres (28 ha)
Chatean Haut-Brion  Pessac L0 acres (43 ha)
Chatean La Mission  Pessac 52 acres (21 ha)
-Haut-Bnon

Chatean Latour-Haut- Talence 12 acres (5 ha)
Brion

Chateau La Tour- Marillac 4 acres (29 ha)
Martillac

Chateau Malartic- Léognan 91 acres (37 ha)
Lagraviére

Chateau Olivier Léognan 04 acres (33 ha)
Chateau Pape-ClémentPessac 74 acres (30 ha)
Chateau Smith-Haut-  Mamillac 109 acres (44 ha)
Lafite

TOTAL AREA UNDER 1,075*ACRES (435 HA)
VINE

WHITE WINES COMMUNE  AREA CURRENTLY

AREA CURRENTLY

UUNDER VINE UNDER VINE
Chéteau Bouscaut Cadaujac 20() acres (8 ha)
Chiteau Carbonnicux Léognan 104 acres (42 ha)
Domaine de Chevalier Léognan 12 acres (5 ha)
Chéateau de Fieuzal  Léognan 20 acres (8 ha)
Chatean Couhins- Villenave 13 ha (22 acres)
Lurcn
Chatean Haut-Bricn  Pessac 10 acres (3 ha)
Chirean La Tour- Mantillac 25 acres (10 ha)
Mantillac
Charean Laville- Talence 10 acres 4 ha}
Haut-Ericn
Chateau Malartic- Léognan 17 acres (7 ha)
Lagraviere
TOTAL AREA UNDER 230*ACRES (oG HA)
VINE

*Note—These figures are not precise conversions of the hectare totals, but are
colunmin totals and differ because of rounding up.

Couhins was split into Couhins
and Couhins —Lurton. Both
properties are now Cru Classe for
white wines, but Couhins is
missing from this list. It should be
there.Also Couhins-Lurtons has
acres and hectares
confused...maybe a late change to
the manuscript?

Chevalier is generally regarded
(along with the rarely seen white
Haut-Brion) as the best of these.






