Week 2 merlot, Carmenere, Malbec

a) what is the most planted variety in the Bordeaux region - Merlot

b) where is merlot dominant in the Bordeaux region - (Pomerol, saint emilion, cotes de Bordeaux, entre deux mers – but the appellation would only be Bordeaux)

c) versus cabernet which variety ripens earlier (all things being equal) - merlot

d) when we say merlot is softer than cab – what do we mean – riper, less acidic, less tannic

e) what is merlot viticulture Achilles heel – coulure – poor fruit set

f) where does Carmenere originate from - bordeaux

g) where is Carmenere predominantly grown? – Chile

h) Which ripens later merlot or Carmenere, what about cab – Carmenere ripens latest

i) When did Carmenere arrive in Chile, what did they think they were buying – arrived mid 1800’s , they thought they were buying merlot

j) Where is Malbec found in France – cahors, Bordeaux, loire

k) Which new world region is the dominant producer of Malbec – Mendoza, Argentina

l) What event displaced Malbec from the Bordeaux region – phylloxera

