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 ASSIGNMENT 3: RESEARCH SOURCES

Part 1: Annotated Bibliography

Source 1: Ontario Schools K-12 Policy

Question 1: Title and Author
The title of my first source is Ontario Schools: Kindergarten to Grade 12. It is a government policy document published in 2016 by the Queen’s Printer for Ontario. Since no individual author is attributed, the Government of Ontario is considered the author. I would assume (and hope) that they consulted experts in education to determine the policies and procedures outlined in the document. Being the government with jurisdiction over education, they are the ultimate authority of how education is administered in the province. 
Question 2: Finding the Source
I found this source by going to the Government of Ontario website and searching through their resources on education. The main Ontario page has a header for Education and Training, which has a link to School Curriculum in the Kindergarten to Grade 12 section. While the curriculum documents could be useful, the Policy and Reference link under the Policy & Resource Documents section had more of the information I am looking for, including the link for this document.
Question 3: Significant Idea
This document broadly outlines the policies and program requirements that school boards and administrators must follow [1]. Some policies are described completely, but others are simply summaries that reference another more detailed document. It encompasses far more than I need for my report, so I will focus on the sections about e-learning, absences, and required accommodations.
Question 4: Bias
The bias in this source is not obvious, probably because I have a similar ideology. There are assumptions made about what children require and what education must involve, but no government policy can omit those. Taken in the current societal context (i.e. a society in a western, developed country), the main slant I can see involves ensuring all children have safe access to education. However, there is no obvious bias towards or against a particular political view or product.
Question 5: How it’s Useful
This source is useful for my report because it is a primary source for how the Ontario Government expects schools and school boards to behave. Since my report is specific to this province, having policy from the government in charge of education is valuable. I will be able to use it to refer to the current practices and procedures, as well as the values and assumptions that drive those policies.


Source 2: Snapshot of Successful K-12 Online Learning

Question 1: Title and Author
My second source is titled A Snapshot of Successful K-12 Online Learning: Focused on the 2015-16 Academic Year in Michigan. The authors are Jemma Bae Kwon, Kristen Debruler, and Kathryn Kennedy, all of whom are employed at the study site (Michigan Virtual School). However, they all have doctorates in education with a focus on e-learning. The note at the end of the article admits to the financial interest they have in the study location, while also assuring that the authors were ethical in their methodology. 
Question 2: Finding the Source
I found this source through the Algonquin Library’s “One Search” tool. I used 2 search terms, “learning management system” and “elementary”, because using just the first gave me too many results that focused on post-secondary or professional education. Given the volume of relevant material, I started by downloading as many relevant studies I could access from the first page of results. I then browsed the abstracts and introductions of the documents and decided to use this one (result 12 in the search) along with my third source. I deliberately chose sources with different focuses (government policy, successful LMS use, personalized learning) to inform the direction of my report.
Question 3: Significant Idea
This paper focuses on analyzing detailed data from the students who attended Michigan Virtual School (MVS) and determining how those trends can be used to inform state policy [2].
Question 4: Bias
There is an obvious bias that favours e-learning, as mentioned in the Author Note. The paper also discloses the skew present in the sample studied, in that the MVS students tend to be more successful than other students [2]. Despite those factors, the authors seem to be taking a balanced approach by discussing the skewed sample, limitations of the study, and authors’ affiliations. They also note that not all online learning is successful and try to determine how to improve it.
Question 5: How it’s Useful
This source will be useful because it examines a smaller-scale version of the solution I am proposing. While MVS doesn’t issue diplomas and doesn’t offer every course available throughout the state [2], it is the closest I have seen to the province-wide LMS that I propose. 


Source 3: Using a LMS to Personalize Learning

Question 1: Title and Author
The title of my third source is Using a Learning Management System to Personalise Learning for Primary School Students. The authors, Bronwyn Edmunds and Maggie Hartnett, both have degrees (Masters and PhD respectively) in education and focus on integrating technology into the learning environment. While verifying their credentials, I discovered that this was Bronwyn Edmunds’ master’s thesis.
Question 2: Finding the Source
I found this source the same way I found the second source. It was the 6th result from the Algonquin Library’s One Search when I used the “learning management system” and “elementary” as the search terms. 
Question 3: Significant Idea
The study examined the benefit of using a learning management system (LMS) in the classroom to tailor the learning experience to students’ needs [3]. It describes what the authors mean by personalized learning and learning management system and then proceeds to discuss how LMS’s can support this style of education.
Question 4: Bias
The main bias I could determine in this study was in favour of personalized learning, specifically Assessment for Learning (AFL). No other pedagogy was discussed (in my brief scan) and there seemed to be an assumption that AFL was the best way to teach. In essence, it assumes that AFL is great, and investigates how a LMS can best support it.
Question 5: How it’s Useful
Despite the obvious bias, I agree with the assumptions made. While I plan to primarily discuss the benefits of using a provincial LMS in terms of absence and consistency, this gives me another angle that I didn’t realize had been researched. I suppose I should have realized that pedagogy and technology would be well studied, but I was more focused on the benefits to home-schooled children and children absent due to various factors (personal illness, pandemic, suspension/expulsion, weather, teacher strikes, etc.)
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