A simple sentence makes a plain statement and is composed of a single independent clause.  

Example
Sue hit the ball.
Note, The ball, soaring over the crowd, is a sentence fragment not a sentence because, since the verb has no tense, the statement is incomplete.

[bookmark: _GoBack]A complex sentence adds a qualification/modification to a plain statement and is composed of a dependent clause combined with an independent clause. These dependent clauses can be adverbial, telling you how, why, where, when, on what condition etc., something is done, i.e. modifying the verb in the independent clause.  

Examples
If the pitch is good, Sue will hit the ball. (On what condition will she hit it?)  
After she hit the ball, the crowd roared. (When?) 
She hit the ball where no one could catch it. (Where?) 
Dependent clauses can also be adjectival, qualifying a noun in another clause.

Example
The ball that Sue hit was never found. (Qualifies the noun “ball”). 
A dependent clause can also act as a noun.

Example
Nobody knows how she did that (noun clause, object of “knows”).   
Rules of construction: the independent clause can come first, last, in the middle, or be interrupted.  A comma is used to separate the two clauses except in the case of the dependent clause being last.

Example
Sue will hit the ball if the pitch is good.
If the pitch is good, Sue will hit the ball.
If the pitch is good, Sue will hit the ball if she can.
Sue, if the pitch is good, will hit the ball.

A compound sentence combines two parallel statements and is composed of two independent clauses. 

Example
Sue hit the ball, and the crowd went wild. 
Rules of construction:  there are essentially three ways to join two independent clauses, a semicolon, a coordinating conjunction, or conjunctive adverb.
Examples
Sue hit the ball; she ran to first base.
Sue hit the ball and she ran to first base. (Sub-rule: A comma is used when the subject changes. For example, Sue hit the ball, and the outfielder caught it.) 
Sue hit the ball; therefore, she ran to first base. (Sub-rule: conjunctive adverbs are always preceded by a semicolon and followed by a comma. You can recognize this construction by the fact that a period could replace the semicolon.)

A compound-complex sentence combines parallel statements with a modification. This means two or more independent clauses combined with one or more dependent clauses.
Examples
If the pitch is good, Sue will hit the ball and she will run to first base. (DC,IC,IC)  

After she hit the ball, Sue ran to first base and then she pumped the air as if she had won the game. (DC,IC,IC,DC)

