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Variations on In-Text Citations
While the above example includes all three required elements (author last name, year, page number) in parentheses at the end of a sentence with quoted material, there are other ways to format your citation information in the text. 

If you choose to use the author’s name to introduce your quote or paraphrase, you do not include the name again in the parenthetical citation. 
Consider the sentence below:
· According to Webb, “students enjoy online learning” (Webb, 2013, p. 77).
The repetition of the author’s surname is needless. Instead, a correct citation would look like this:
· According to Webb, “students enjoy online learning” (2013, p. 77). 
The remaining information (the year and page number) still appears in the citation. 
If you choose to use the year or the page number in your signal phrase or explanatory tag, you would change the information in the parentheses accordingly.
· Example:  According to page 77 of the article, “students enjoy online learning.” (Webb, 2013). 
· Example:  According to research from 2013, “students enjoy online learning.” (Webb, p. 77). 
VIDEO:  Using In-Text Citations http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qzKlb7E7ERc 
Use In-Text Citations Sparingly
When writing your essay, aim to include roughly one in-text citation per body paragraph. Many students make the mistake of overloading their essays with source material, typically to demonstrate the breadth of their research. However, the result of including too many direct quotes or paraphrases is that your voice gets lost amid so many competing points. Remember that this essay is yours, so your point of view should prevail, and the ideas of others are there simply to support or reinforce what you are arguing.
Citing a Direct Quotation
When you are quoting an author, you must show you are using the author’s exact words by using quotation marks. Introducing the quotation with a signal phrase is also a good idea.  

Below is a sentence that has been cut-and-pasted from Paul MacKenzie’s article, “Understanding the Brain”, published in the journal Brainworks in 2009. This sentence is found on page 36. 
People can block out stimulus consciously and unconsciously. 
Here are three ways to use this sentence as a direct quotation:
1. In his article, “Understanding the Brain”, MacKenzie argues that “[p]eople can block out stimulus consciously and unconsciously” (2009, p.36). 
In this example, the signal phrase or explanatory tag is “In his article, Understanding the Brain”. The author chose to include the title of the article and the author’s surname to provide context when leading into the quotation.  
2. MacKenzie believes that “[p]eople can block out stimulus consciously and unconsciously” (2009, p. 36).
In this example, the square brackets around the p in [p]eople indicate that the essay’s author has altered the letter from how it originally appears in the source material. Square brackets are typically used to shift upper to lower case or vice versa or to switch verb tenses so that direct quotes fit into your sentence structure.
3. People may think that they can control their brains, but they need to remember that they “. . .  block out stimulus consciously and unconsciously” (MacKenzie, 2009, p.36).  
In this example, all of the required information is provided after the quotation. The ellipsis is used to indicate that quoted material is an excerpt from a longer passage in the original source material.

Note that in all three examples, the author’s last name, the source’s year of publication and the page number that the information is found on always appear.  And of course, the exact words of the author are enclosed in quotation marks.
What Do I Do When…
For details on how to format in-text citations for specific cases, such as when a work is anonymous, when a work has more than two authors, and so on, please consult the information posted on the OWL Purdue APA Style & Formatting Guide website: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/  under “In-text citations Author/Authors”.
Common Knowledge
Students sometimes ask whether they have to cite everything they’ve read during the research process. The OWL Purdue APA Style and Formatting Guide website provides a good explanation as to what constitutes common knowledge, and therefore doesn’t require citations, and what does not. Typically, for the essays you are developing in this course, you should be researching scholarly journal articles for others’ ideas on your topic, and any reference to the ideas of others should be cited.

Online article:  OWL Purdue description of common knowledge: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/2/ 
Video on Sourcing According to APA:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2644z1Nf6Tc 

