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	Shakespeare’s Sonnet 130, frequently called by its first line “My mistress’ eyes are nothing like the sun” (Shakespeare 1), is a poem that mocks the traditional images used in romantic poetry of the time by taking the praise commonly heaped upon the subjects of the poems and denying them to the lady of this particular poem. Some examples of this are the line “If snow be white, why then her breasts are dun” (Shakespeare 3), which takes the idea that a woman’s skin is pure white and reveals it to be false. Skin is never pure white, as Shakespeare infers here, and in the case of this particular woman, her skin is dun. Also, the same idea holds for the lines “And in some perfumes is there more delight / Than in the breath that from my mistress reeks” (Shakespeare 7-8). Perfumes have been created to mask the smell of humans’ natural scent, ostensibly because body odour is an unpleasant smell. It is incredibly unlikely then, that a woman’s breath would ever smell as sweet as perfume, which is exactly what Shakespeare is pointing out in this poem. Again in lines 11 and 12, he points out that rather than floating, women walk on the ground like any other human being. He writes “I grant I never saw a goddess go; / My mistress, when she walks, treads on the ground” (Shakespeare 11-12), saying that his lady is no goddess and she does not hover above the ground.
	Through the above examples, Shakespeare shows that his lady is a mortal, ordinary woman. She is not a goddess, she does not have unnaturally white skin, she does not emanate perfume from her pores, and she is basically a normal human being. Upon first glance the first 12 lines of this poem, including the examples mentioned, give the impression that he does not find his mistress particularly beautiful or extraordinary, yet the last 2 lines belie that impression. The lines “And yet, by heaven, I think my love as rare / As any she belied with false compare” (Shakespeare 13-14) show that he does appreciate and love her. They also act as a foil to the rest of the poem, highlighting the idea that he accepts the reality of her appearance and still loves her. This poem shows that he is able to love her even if she is not the most beautiful woman in the country, and that he is not trying to flatter her with false statements and pretty words. He also indicates in the last line “As any she belied with false compare” (Shakespeare 14) that women should not be compared to each other but evaluated on their own merits, assuming that the word “she” is taken to mean woman, as opposed to referring to his mistress.
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